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News Release 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

UNITED WAY WATERLOO REGION COMMUNITIES PROVIDES $718,000 TO 

LOCAL CHARITIES AND NON-PROFIT GROUPS 

Despite national trends showing a decline in charitable giving, United Way WRC 

provides new grants to 58 partner organizations to fight poverty and boost social 

supports   

WATERLOO REGION (APRIL 10, 2024): United Way Waterloo Region Communities 

(WRC) is proud to announce the allocation of $718,000 in community investment funds 

that are being made to 58 local non-profit organizations, programs and initiatives in 

Waterloo Region.  

“We received a total of 81 applications, with a total funding request of over $2.4 million”, 

reports Joan Fisk, CEO of United Way WRC. “The ability to fund only 33 per cent of the 

requests from our community partners has become a norm as need increases and 

available funding decreases. To make meaningful change in Waterloo Region, more 

support is critical,” Fisk added. 

United Way WRC has committed to creating follow-up conversations and community 

training sessions for local charities and non-profits. This new initiative to create a 

learning hub for organizations to share resources and foster regular opportunities to 

come together for education and training opportunities arose as part of United Way 

WRC’s application feedback process. It provides a rare and effective mechanism for 

organizations reaching out for opportunities to connect, share their resources, and grow 

together as a community. 

“We've seen an increase in requests for children and youth-focused services across all 
issue areas,” shared Amanda Melnick, United Way WRC’s Senior Director, Impact and 
Stewardship. “This is one of the reasons we are so excited about the United for Youth 
Initiative that we have been working on with the Children and Youth Planning Table and 
Smart Waterloo Region.” 

mailto:info@uwaywrc.ca
https://theonn.ca/2023/08/charitable-giving-has-reached-a-historic-low-in-canada-now-what/
https://www.uwaywrc.ca/quarterly-funding-recipients/#:~:text=Q1-,%3A,-April%20%2D%20June%202024
https://www.uwaywrc.ca/united-for-youth/
https://www.uwaywrc.ca/united-for-youth/
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In March 2024, a Bystander Intervention Training was offered at United Way, through 
the Sexual Assault Support Center (SASC) of Waterloo. The training covered topics 
including Sexual Harassment in the Workplace, How to Be an Active Bystander and 
Bystander Intervention Skills. Members of eleven partner agencies were in attendance 
and the group discussion was informative and solution focused. United Way plans to 
host future discussions around addiction support services and the rising incidents of 
bullying among youth in the upcoming months. 

In this April – June 2024 funding round, first-time funding was offered to Epilepsy South 
Central Ontario, Grand River Pride, Heartwood Place, and ‘Free Weekly Distro 
Program’, a food program for post-secondary students. The open funding model used at 
United Way WRC encourages new applicants each quarter, which is a critical part of 
funding a network of services with a lens of equity.  The next round of funding (July – 
Sept 2024) opens on April 15, 2024. 

Funding Recipients (April - June 2024) 
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About United Way Waterloo Region Communities 

United Way Waterloo Region Communities is dedicated to helping people live better 

lives in every one of the seven communities we serve, and we focus on understanding 

issues and solutions unique to our community. Thanks to generous donors and 

partners, we are privileged to collaborate with people, non-profits, and businesses to 

empower multiple innovative, impactful and measurable solutions. We are fundraisers 

and local community builders that support a network of agencies whose programs and 

services are locally focused, informed, connected, and deeply invested in helping 

people reach their full potential. To ensure critical agencies, programs and services get 

the funding they need, and to ensure donors have a clear line of site to the work we do, 

we have focused on cause-based giving which allows for donations to be directed in a 

way that aligns with selected priorities and goals. To learn more, connect with us at 

www.uwaywrc.ca   
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Please visit www.uwaywrc.ca/about-us/communications/ to download our digital assets 

and further information, including photos, CEO bio and photo, and other United Way 

materials. 

 

For more information or for media interviews, please contact: 

 

United Way Waterloo Region Communities 

 

Jillian Lawrie 

Marketing Manager 

United Way Waterloo Region Communities  
519-888-6100 ext. 218 
jlawrie@uwaywrc.ca  
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